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Qing Manuscript Copy of “Jingzhao Weng Family Tree” and Historical Research on the Hexi Region
in the Late Tang Dynasty Li Jun (42)

Since Weng Gao held an official position in the Hexi region for many years in the late Tang,
Jingzhao Weng Family Tree (Jingzhao Weng Shi Zupu ) preserves many
important documents relating to this period of history. Weng’s experience as an official reveals
both the basic mode of operation and the evolutionary path of the military and administrative
organs in Hexi in the late Tang dynasty. In the special historical period when for several times
the emperors were forced to flee from the capital , the late Tang government still took pains over
appointments to the top military and government positions and the reorganization of military and
administrative organs in Liangzhou; this shows its eagerness to control Hexi. The measures the
government took to manage Hexi constituted an important constraint on the Guiyi Army (Guiyi
Jun ). However, as the dynasty’ s power weakened, military and administrative
operations in the Hexi region were affected by the Guiyi Army. Different documents interpret
“Hexi” (West of the River ) in different ways. To some extent, this reflects the historical fact

that the central government and the Guiyi Army jointly played a role in Hexi.

From Setting up Each Contract Independently to General Contracts: The Writing of Real Estate
Contracts in Suzhou in the Qing Dynasty Fan Jinmin(56)

One-off contracts appeared in Suzhou real estate transactions no later than the 10th year of
Kangxi. This change was not the outcome of new economic phenomenaj; rather, it conformed to
customary practice in local real estate transactions among civilians. The form and contents of
many documents show that from the beginning of the Qianlong reign, real estate transactions in
Suzhou, began to present the relevant documents in the form of a “general contract” in
accordance with the requirements of Qing law. By the later Qianlong period, this practice had
become dominant. The change in the form of contracts took place not only in Suzhou, but also in
neighboring areas, such as Changzhou, Nanjing and Hangzhou; the practice was widespread in
the Jiangnan region. In fact, the process and form of drawing up the contracts and the popular
practice of asking for extra payment of the buyer after closure of a real estate transaction
(zhaojia ) show that although this practice began to weaken under Qianlong, it still existed
in the late Qing, and was prevalent even in Shanghai. Accordingly, it can hardly be said that by
the Daoguang reign, the last time extra payment of the buyer (jiatan ) existed only in name

in the Jiangnan region, including the Shanghai area.

The Geographical Researches of Gong Zizhen and Wei Yuan Wang Penghui(73)

Standing foremost in traditional China, Gong Zizhen and Wei Yuan advocated realistic
reforms on the basis of the Confucian New Text school of practical statesmanship and devoted
themselves to studies of frontier geography. They proposed sending immigrants to consolidate
the frontier and carry out national construction in response to the twin crises of society and the
age. Among these proposals, that on fortifying the frontier was the key to the whole situation.
Gong Zizhen’s “Study of Heaven, Earth, North, South, East and West” covers the northwest
frontier and the southeast coastal frontier. Wei Yuan went a step further, indicating that

+ 190 -



